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ABSTRACT

Tlis research project emplolted an interdisciplinary attenxpt to study agricultural climate information use'

linkipg sociology"oTtranilaiion (actor-network theory) and actor analysis premises in a qualitative research.

tlesigi. The ,nilo,lrh method used case stndy approaches and ptu'posively sele,cted a sample consisting of

,hitt grore6 of the Fars province of lran, who are knotun as contactfarmers. Concepts from actor-network

tneoti(,qNf) hive beenfonnd to pt:ovide a useful perspective on the descripti,on and analysis of the cases.
'fhe iata we'rc analyzed using a combination of an aclor-network theory @NT) framework and the dynamic

actor-network analysis (DANA) ntodet. The Jindings revealed socio political (farmers' awareness, motiva-

tion, and trusr), aid ilfurmatiott processingfactors (acctrracy of inforntation, access to information, and

corresponderce ofidornntion tofarmers'condition) as the key elentents infacilitating clintate information

use in.far ming practices.

Kelnvords: Actor-NetworkTheoty, Clintate lnformation Llse, Dynamic Actor-Network Analysis (DANA)'
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INTRODUCTION

Climate information has become recognized as

a basic production factor affecting agricultural

systems (Harrison & Will iams, 2007). This is

while, despite significant improvements in

the climatic information production in the last

decade (Subbiah et a\.,2004;Ziervogel et al.,
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2005; Hu et a\.,2006; Aftikov et a|.,2006),

farmers as focal decision makers of farm sys-

tems and main users of uncertain Agricultural

Climate Information (ACl), have not altered

management decisions to take advantage of

this type of infonnation (Arlicov et al',2006;

Hu et a\..2006: Nazemos'sadat et a|.,2006)'


