
This article was downloaded by: [University of Gent]
On: 16 February 2013, At: 10:34
Publisher: Taylor & Francis
Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number: 1072954 Registered
office: Mortimer House, 37-41 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JH, UK

Agroecology and Sustainable Food
Systems
Publication details, including instructions for authors and
subscription information:
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/wjsa21

Social-Ecological Resilience and
Sustainable Agriculture Under Water
Scarcity
Hamideh Maleksaeidi a & Ezatollah Karami a
a Department of Agricultural Extension, College of Agriculture,
Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran
Accepted author version posted online: 19 Nov 2012.Version of
record first published: 18 Jan 2013.

To cite this article: Hamideh Maleksaeidi & Ezatollah Karami (2013): Social-Ecological Resilience
and Sustainable Agriculture Under Water Scarcity, Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems, 37:3,
262-290

To link to this article:  http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10440046.2012.746767

PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE

Full terms and conditions of use: http://www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions

This article may be used for research, teaching, and private study purposes. Any
substantial or systematic reproduction, redistribution, reselling, loan, sub-licensing,
systematic supply, or distribution in any form to anyone is expressly forbidden.

The publisher does not give any warranty express or implied or make any representation
that the contents will be complete or accurate or up to date. The accuracy of any
instructions, formulae, and drug doses should be independently verified with primary
sources. The publisher shall not be liable for any loss, actions, claims, proceedings,
demand, or costs or damages whatsoever or howsoever caused arising directly or
indirectly in connection with or arising out of the use of this material.

http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/wjsa21
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10440046.2012.746767
http://www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions


Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems, 37:262–290, 2013
Copyright © Taylor & Francis Group, LLC
ISSN: 2168-3565 print/2168-3573 online
DOI: 10.1080/10440046.2012.746767

Social-Ecological Resilience and Sustainable
Agriculture Under Water Scarcity

HAMIDEH MALEKSAEIDI and EZATOLLAH KARAMI
Department of Agricultural Extension, College of Agriculture, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran

Climate and human-induced changes have created major chal-
lenges for attaining sustainable agriculture throughout the world.
Water scarcity is one of the most serious challenges facing agri-
cultural communities in the process of continued productivity.
In striving to mitigate the vicissitudes presented by disasters, new
paradigms that include resilience theory have been incorporated
into studies of sustainability. Resilience of social-ecological systems
is viewed as an important way of foreseeing and adapting to possi-
ble changes. This article explores the relationship between resilience
and sustainability. Also, the types of social strategies that exist for
building resilience among farmers and their households to sup-
port sustainable agriculture in the conditions of water scarcity are
examined.
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INTRODUCTION

Climate change and human-induced changes have created major challenges
for attaining agricultural sustainability through depletion of ecological and
natural resources (Forouzani and Karami 2010). Climate change is experi-
enced most directly through its impacts on water resources. Some countries
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